
 

Dear Families,  

Welcome to Fifth Grade! Our fifth graders will be departmentalizing. Therefore, your child will have two 

different teachers; one teacher will teach ELA/SS (Reading), and the other teacher will teach Math, Science/SS.  

Below, you will get to read about the two teachers on your new team (the teacher listed first will also be your 

homeroom teacher).   

Hi! My name is Mary Block and I will be your child’s ELA/SS teacher this year.  I have a Bachelor’s and Master’s 

degree in Education and have 30 years of teaching experience. I am excited about the opportunity to get to know 

you as we venture on to the last year in elementary school.  My goal is to help your child feel confident and be 

successful this year and in the years to come. We will spend time reading a variety of materials and try to develop 

a greater love of reading. It is my belief that positive interaction between teachers and parents strengthens the 

feeling of support all children need for this success in school. On a personal note, I have three children - Maryssa, 

Victoria and Zachary. Maryssa graduated from FSU and is a teacher in Tallahassee, Victoria graduated from UF 

and is an aerospace engineer working for Northrup Grumman in Melbourne.  Zachary just graduated Tulane 

University and is working to pursue his next adventure. I enjoy reading, cooking, shopping, eating sweet/salty 

treats and going to the beach. If you would like to get in touch with me before school begins, I’d love to hear from 

you.  My email address is mary.block@ocps.net and I’m in room 235.  

Hello, my name is Deanna Lucas and I will be your Math/Science/SS teacher this year. I have been teaching for 19 

years and have been with the WLE family from the beginning. I truly enjoy teaching, learning and discovering new 

things! I am thrilled to help my students overcome an academic struggle or help them step out of their social 

comfort zone, as well as foster a belief in one’s self. In addition to teaching Math/Science/SS, my other 

responsibility is to help get you ready for middle school. This requires transition, on everyone’s part, but by the end 

of the year you will definitely be ready to tackle middle school and beyond. I believe that open communication and 

working as a team is essential for a successful school year. As for me personally, I’m originally from Ohio (go 

Buckeyes) and my family is super important to me (I have a younger brother, Billy), my favorite color is pink, I have 

two dogs (sisters-Chica and Kiya). I also enjoy going to the movies, the beach, browsing the isles of Target, and 

listening to my i-Tunes while I travel. I’m sure you’ll learn a lot more about me as the year progresses and I can’t 

wait to get to know YOU! If you need to get in touch with me, my e-mail is Deanna.lucas@ocps.net and I’m in room 

236.  

Once again, welcome to Fifth Grade; let’s work together to make this the best year ever!!! For your convenience, a 

copy of the fifth grade supply list is on the back of this letter, and we have added a few additional items at the 

bottom just for our class members. Enjoy the remainder of your summer and we hope to see you at Meet the 

Teacher   

                       Sincerely,  

                      Mrs. Block and Ms. Lucas  

  

Additional Items Required for OUR Classes: 
Everyone: Binder Size 1inch or 1 ½ inch  

Everyone: 3 Composition Books (NO spiral notebooks)  

Everyone Dividers with a POCKET  

Everyone: Four 3 pronged folders: Blue, red, yellow and purple   

Boys only: Post-It Notes AND Gallon-size Ziplock Baggies 

Girls only: 1 inch Write on Tabs AND Snack-size Ziplock Baggies 
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